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Taking a Bite Qut of
Fractions and Percents

When | thank of T o, | il automa .'||."'l'||.:,"
think of pleza—and T et most soudencs don't,
cither. I'm oot comanoed thay pizes is the mos
orgiric or intuilive way lor the heais 1o process the

concepe of fractions, But leaming x fractions has -
ten oo be avwlully pizzz-cents, and there are sl a
Lot ef studdesus oue there whe just don ger i’

Haow abour a differens, 'FIL_EB.-]Ehb aporoach e

edible mnth lessons? The i|'|;_'|_|r|1:_|r.'.li|'|r'| b dlEerent
winds nf snaeks can =2 *I]'.u wr mmake learzing math
mese fun fand often, the snacks are the lessons),
a0 hiee fun with the activities and book sugges-
tioms here, They can add a witole new dimension
o ramber crunching!

Fractions with Mike and ke

Gashver students ina circle. Open o box of Mike
el e pzdd place the candies on a paper wwel
g0 the picces stay moone place. Ask taro or three
studenes 1o start sorting the pleces inlo rows by
color, The rest ol the class shoeld couns aloud as
tey a0, They will end up with various-sized rows,
cepending on how iy of each color are inoihe
boa, When 1 this aciivirg, @y box vielded 15
vellooy, 16 teds, 17 preens, 13 orange, and 27 Lur-
cuoizse, Tedal count was 81, 50 yellow represented
18AE1, sed was LM, preen was 1781, orange
was 1MEL, and urguoize was 2781 Your box will
Jikaely wielel o sienilir st ol frctions (hat moay or
may ot be able w be redwced.
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Discuss the fracticns thar vou see. Do they
Tonls Like thue Iractions wou see i s workbook?
Wl s dillerenn zhout ther? Can they b=
reduces? This exercise I8 & mreat way o Tamil-
furize stusdents with rcions they ooy not
noermaly see n thewr math books, as the Tracilons
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TRy fave large denenunators, pnm._ nurmhers, cb.

Mo by this exenzise with s bag of Skinles,
Break the class e groups of theee or four and
gve cach group a bag of Skittles o investigate.

Money Counts

Treyre vt edible, W enins are a grear vehicle
fir exctending the Mike and ThefSkicles frac-
tions activity Students can be in groups o
this aciivity, o wour can demonsieare while
teaching the lesson,

Put s hondful of money o the whis
Arcange the rows by ype ol eoin: pencies,
nickels, divnes, and quarters (deont count the
pocket lint!), Recon] what you see, How mmany
coing 2logether? How many ol each kind?
Becord the ractions that 2o with these counts.
For instanes, inow growp of six peroies, lour
nbekels, three dumes, and a quarer, the dime
ot would be 3ldimesy14ooins), Onee you
ligure oul the Mmcticnal money rows, go one
st horher by doviding the rows of coins inue
rows that ore heads wp ond thess that ane tls
up, What new [zastions can be made rom
these resw Tosrs?

Il yons stucenss aoe reacly Tor a wougher
challenge, have them [Lgire o the monetary
valwe of cach row of coms, and a2d e rows
topgether to find the sl monetary value of the
growp, What fraction of the woral value does
cach vowr of coins represens?
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